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By JAMES

Ewa'us in Adams County Hnstory

"Romantic Happeninge in Ploneer Days

= gy ————

E. JONELS

P TO THE POINT to which EvENTS
U brings the story of the Wisconsin river
in this issue, the bistory of all of the
B countty slong the river on up to the
pineries is the same. This regicn
about here was primarily Portage
county. and for some time after Columbia
county was set of. What is now Adams yet
belonged to Portage county, with the county
seat at Plover, near Stevens Point. Back when
lumbering first began Adams county was the
highway for ‘‘lumber jacks”" going to the
woodys, or traders hauling merchandise.
The first trading post in Adams county was
kept by Jared Walsworth. He located near
Big Spring in 1838, baving married an Indian

Prairie Corners—bat that settlement will be told
of in a future number.

Uri Morse, now i tesident of Big Spring.
Harrison Phillips ard Alma Eighmy bhad lo-
cated in New Haven and kept ‘‘bach” in an old
shack not far from where Bowen's summer cot-
tage now stands. According to tradition that
was a jolly irio and their ¢*shack” was a favorite
meeting place of the young pioneers. A. B.
Stearns, now a resident of Kilbourn, came from
the east to the southern part of the state, and
by Fort Winnebago in 1849, to jared Wals-
worth’s. There he became a clerk and the legal
and literary man of the new country. He is
perhaps the best anthority on those events, be-
cause he kept a diary. He can tell many inter-

woman he was permit-  __
ted by the Mepomeo-

.nie Todians to settle

ameng them. He had
trouble occasionally
with =ome of them,
but generally he was . -
well treated,  When — "
he settled there he -
built a log house, at
least fifteen yvears be-
fore the government
acquired title to the
land west of the tiver
and above Portage,
This log house was
for years the omnly
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A Puncil Sieetch of the Walsworthh Cabln befors It Wiks Demotizked.

house between Fort —
Winnebago and Stevens Pmut and it sheltered
men of aH claases and characters. In (845, Syl-
vester settled at Grand Marsh and about the
same time Stromg located 3 tmding stand eight
milas beyond Friendship. Until that time no
other settlers had located. George Stowell
was the fimt aquatter on Indian land, taking a
squatter’s claim in 1f44, in what is now New
Haven.

The fivst white child born in the county
was Jared Farrﬂm. horn at the Walsworth honse
in 1843 He is yet living in 5t. Panl. -

In 1845 & lot of pioneers settled at Big

ng, sthong them being Amos Landt, Jodge
Smith, Robert Ramsay, "Uncle” Ward and
Winchell, Im 1849 Rich settled at Deil

x

esting incidents of that day and we ahall in
future articles quote him quite freely.

He relates the circumstances of Uri Morue's
arrival with four yoke of oxen and a whip big
enough to rach them all. Some later Mr.
Stearns was considering a location on what is
now Dell Prairie. The guestion of water m
important and Mr. Morse climbed a free to WhNe
thirty feet and looking off toward B '
said ‘‘there is water—%m g'mng h
he started in that direction. -

In the accompanying ke
worth house a perfect idea of
etc., is given. [t can #
what would be the sffeat 3NN
string of lumbermen. &%
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Iying 8o thick on the floors and in the garret
that one could not walk over them.

The first postmaster was Jasou Stowell,
whose son, John Stowell, now lives in Kilbourn,
He came with his family in 1849, erecting the
house that yet stands acrogs the read from Har-
rison Mylrea's, now brown and dingy with age,
and loose ends of boards appearing, Near this
honse, in the picture, are seen several latge cak
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out from Fort Winnebago on a horse and
brought with him letters for men at Walsworth's.
Thatnping it down on the gronad he said <<that's
the first mail delivery in the west.” Later than
this Jason Stowell was appeinted postmaster.
Along in 1849 and ‘50 several families
moved in from Canada amaong them being Staf-
ford Wells with fourtten children, Shepherd
Pierce with a family of nine, R. Richardson and

sons Newell and Freeman, Dexter

First Foatoflce in Adams Cogaty — Homa of ]uuu Stowell,

Stone and mother, H. Rider and fam-
ily. Ed Pierce, Uscar and Abner Pow-
ers. Along abont this peried Dan’l
Eighmy established a travelers' home
ot east of the Briggsvitle roud, where
Lovten Stowell now lives. His place
was quite popilar and in his guaimt
way he may be said to have been an
ideal tavern keeper of the olden time.
He had a big sign on which was
painted two geese drinking from a
hotse trovph with the words < Fair |
Play House., DPeace and Plengy,™

As Adams county was scttled in
New Haven Brst, in this articie we
have designed to open up the quos-
tinn,  The only evidence to follow s
the traditionary evidence of old citi-
zens —and this appears o be eonflict-

irees, venerab!e relics uf a once wvast fﬂl’Eb[
which covered the whaole face of the country,
Trees grew to immense size with no vnderbrosh.
For miles under the trees grew tall grass and
on side hills deer could be seen. This condition
wax peculiar to the whole country and was dne
to forest fires. The rural mail carrier was a
product of that county. One day a man came

[To BE COXTINGED, |

Rural Free Delivery of Mail

BY JAMEX

OTHING IN THE marvelous progress
N of the times more notably affects the
A interests of the public than that of the

* postal service, nor is there in anything
143 a greater difference between the old
and oew, The first mentioagef postal

setvice in history was the establishing of a post-
office in Boston in [639 In 1683 Wim. Penn
established a postoffice in Pennsylvaffia, and in
1692 England appointed a postmaster geperal
for the American colonies. In 1753 to 1774
Benj. Franklin was postmaster general. [p
those days a letter coet from six to twenty-fBve
‘centa in postage, according to the distance, and
required weeks and even months to reach desti-
nations that now take but & few hours, In r7go

-

ing. In future articles it is expecred
that rtelizble data will evelve from discussivn
incident to this history.  The editor of KvpNrs
will be pleased tn be told incidents of interest
and alsg to be afforded reliable correstions in
case of error.

Injater years, 848, Adams county was set
off in which was inclpded what is now Junean,
with tho county seat al OQnincy.

. MWNES
there were bnt rg  postoffices in the Unite
States.  Neow there are abont 730000 Lette
welghing one ounce van be sent anywhere i
the U7, 5. or Canada for two gents, or (o an
civilized country in the world for five cents.
In the early davs in this scction of Wisco
sin settlers had to go almost a day’s journey
a postoffice, the most frequent mall service being
once a week, in many places at much longer i
tervals. The first postoffice in Adams conn
was kept hy Jasper Stoweil, who lived in,
house yet standing actoss the road from Ha
som Mylrea's, just this side of Briggsville. H
son, John Stowell, who pow lives in Kilbou
tells some interenting stories of that time. Ja
per Stowell was appointed postinuster in 18



